
December 14, 2009 

Good Shepherd friends-- 

Hello from Luther Seminary! 

I am writing this in the midst of final exams, papers and 
projects, and it seems that my life revolves around my 
computer these days!  I will be finished with this semester in a 
few days (and one more 15-page paper!) and then will 
enjoy a two-week Christmas break.  

I thought this would be a good time to share with you a 
prayer I wrote last semester.  I pray it every day, and I hope 
you will pray it with me. 

God, in your love, you are continually surprising me with 
new challenges and opportunities.  I pray that you persist 
in surprising me with your grace and that I will persist in 
welcoming it.   

Open my heart to newness, and tear down any walls I 
have built that keep you out.   

Keep me mindful of the joys and benefits of risk-taking, 
and take away the fear of failure; keep me in you, where 
there is no fear.   

Keep my curiosity and creativity alive even when 
òfailuresó are public and obvious, and help me remember 
the good learning that comes out of plans that donõt 
òworkó.   

Keep me humble, and bring laughter and joy to the 
process as I remember it is your creation!   

I trust that you will continue to work through me and use 
all my actions for good.   Forgive me when I stumble and 
lose focus, and bring me always back to you.  Amen. 

Your seminarian, 
Beth Krolak     
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Save the Date ð Annual Meeting! 
Sunday, February 7th is the Good 
Shepherd Annual Meeting.  Bring a 
dish to share after the 10:30 
service (approximately 11:45am) 
and join in fellowship as we 
celebrate the wonderful ministries 
of 2009 and look forward to our 
continued and vibrant ministry in 
2010.  Weõll see you there! 

ITõS COMING... 
FAT TUESDAY! 

The second annual 
Fat Tuesday event 
will be happening 
on Tuesday, 
February 16th. The 
event is to raise 
money for our 

summer youth mission trip here to Kansas City, 
Kansas. A portion of the money raised will 
also go to help charities in the communities we 
will be serving, as well as our Rochester 
community. 
 
The evening will start with a wonderful meal 
at 5:30. Throughout the evening there will be 
silent auction items for you to bid on. The night 
will conclude with a talent show, as well as a 
few live auction items. The event will be fun 
for the whole family! 
 
Come for a night of food, entertainment, and 
excitement! Invite your friends and help us get 
the word out about the event. 
 
We are also looking for donations of items 
for our silent auction. Please talk to Erik 
Schlicht or one of the pastors if you would like 
to donate. There will be some items put into 
baskets and some individual items to auction 
off. If you would like to help with planning the 
event or with food preparation or 
organization on the night of the event, let 
Pastor Karen know ASAP. 
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Our Mission Trip this Summer is to:  

Kansas City, Kansas  
June 20 -  25, 2010 

Kansas City has been a struggling community in many 
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has had to own unfortunate statistics such as an over 
40% high school dropout rate and a teen pregnancy 
rate of 27%. With a median household income of 
nearly $10,000 less than the Kansas average, and a 
number of residents are struggling financially. With 
the recent downturn in the economy and a climbing 
unemployment rate, families are struggling in many 
ways. 
To reserve your spot please turn a $50 deposit 

in by January 10, 2010 to Pastor Karen!!  

Senior High Ski Trip 
Lutsen Mountain - January 28th-31st 

$250 - includes transportation, lodging, 3 
days of lift tickets. This does not include 
cost of ski rental.  
$150 if you will not be skiing.  
$100 deposit and health release form is 
due to church ASAP.  Remaining balance 
due January 10th.   

Call Jeff Brown (287-0465), Marie or 

Dan Johnson (252-0720) 

Join us on January 10th following the 10:30am service for an 
informational meeting on these two trips.  


